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Street view of mill Hill School (formerly Ridgeway House) as it is today

Peter Collinson,
who lived in
Ridgeway House,
now Mill Hill
School, from 1748

Mill Hill
chool —

The

Collinson

Connection

to 1768

Part of Mill Hill School’'s NW London site was once the
home and garden of the early botanist Peter Collinson.
Following the connection proved a fascinating research
project for COLYN & BARBARA REECE...

ill Hill Schoal in north west Loncon celebrated
M ts bicentenary in 2007. Although the School
has a rch history with many famous alumni, of
paticular interest for LS was that oefore the School came
rite being part of the site was the house and garden of
are of Britain's most famous and influential botanists,
Peter Collinson,
Colirson was bom in 1694 and he inhented his father’s

trading with America with ships sailing to and from the
Colonies. Az a Quaker he was prohibited from going to
University bat he was seif educated, reading voracioushy
and comesponding with men of leaming throushout the
wiorld. In 1728, &t the age of 34, he became a memoer
of the Royal Socikety:

RN ® o

Collinson was passionately interested in plants ana
trees, especially 'exoncs’ from the American Colomes,
winich were considerad 1o De hardy enough to srow
oldoors in England'’s climate. He esiablished a contact
with Jonn Bartram, a retired farmer from Pennsyivania and
a fellow Quisker. For over 30 vears Bartram sent bowxes of
seeds and cuttings o Coliinson, who distrbuted them
o aristocracy, siaiely homes and nursenes throughout

rgland. Altogether, Collinson was responsible for the
intraduction inkg this country of hundreds of plants,
gither for the wery first ume or reintroducms them
wihere they had died cut here and been lost to English
horticulture.

In many cases, Collmson brousht m and disinbuted
Elants i guantmy where previously they had been
exiremety rere, and the effectof gl thiz was to bring about
& major ransformation of the landscape and horticulture
of England.

Moved from Peckham

Collinscn moved to Mill Hill in 1748 when s wife
inFeerited on the death of her father Riogeway House wath
its eight acres of grounds, the house having crginalky
esn built sbour 1595, Collinson brougnt with him all
the mlants and trees from his previous house in Peckham
and then continued to add to his collection,
became one of the finest and most comprehensive in
the couniny

One of Colinsons parbcule Mends was Benjamin
Franklin, a frequent vishor to England and later one of
the Founding Fathers of the USA. Collinson agreed Lo

wiiich
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Ridgeway
House

in about
1820

become the unpaid London agent for a Library Company
estatlished by Franklin in Philadelghia in 1731, baaks in
the Colonies being scarce and expensive, This became
America’s first subscription library, and Collinson
continued 1o select and send out books for the library
for the mext 20 years

n 1745 Collinson, who was sending o the Colonies
information of all the latest discovenes and thinking
in Ewrope, sent 1o Franklin an account of new German
experiments with electricity, egether with some
equipment, which Franklin then used for his famous
experiments with lig

htning.

Daniel Solander

One of the visitors to Collinsons previous house in
Peckham had been Linnasus but a very frequent visitor
to Mill Hill was Daniel Solander, Linnaews' principa
Daniel
Solander,
principal
assistant to
Linnaeus,

with loseph
Banks

assistant, who stayed in England. Through Collinson
Solander got the job of classifying Sir Hans Sloane’s
collection after it had been gven to the newly founded
British Museum. Throush the efforts of Solander and
Collinson, Linnaeus” system of
plant nomencizture became

accepted in Englend and 50

became the universal method
of plant classification.
Solander later joined the
of HMS5 Endeavour,
accompanying loseph Banks
and Captain Cook on the
voyage to Terra Australis
Incognita

Peter Callinson died in 1768 and fram 1801 Ridgewsy
House was owned by Richard Anthony Salisbury, a
founder member and the faunder Secretary of the Royal
Homicultusal Society. In 1807 Salisbury sold Ridgeway
House o a new foundation, the Protestant Diss
Grammar Schoal, later to become Mill Hill School. T
requirements of the School meant that most of the plants
and trees disappeared but nevertheless there are still s
mees on the site planted by Collinsan himself. Ridgeway
House iself was demalished
shorthy after the completion of
a new major school building in
1826

Although the whale history of
Mill Schoal from its founda
1807 is very rich and fasci

Crew

John Bartram’s house in Pennsylvania

A sweet chestnut tree, planted in
the grounds of Ridgeway House
by John Cellinson

sting,

the earlier connection with Peter
Collinson mace our LPGT research
project garticularly exciting and

satisfying
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