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Peter Collinson,
who lived in
Rldgeway House,
now Ml Hill
School, from 1748

Connection

to 1768

Part of Mill Hill School’'s NW London site was once the
home and garden of the early botanist Peter Collinson.
Following the connection proved a fascinating research
project for COLYN & BARBARA REECE...

its bicentenary in £007. Although the School

has a fich histery wih many famous alumai, of
pamicular interest for us was that before the Schocl came
nto bezirg pan of the site s the howse ard garden of
one of Brirain's most famous end influential botenias,
reter Collinson.

Cotinsonywas tem in 16924 and he Inherted his father's
textile bisiness with en office in the City and extensive
trading with America with ships <ailing to ancl from the
Colonies. As a Quaker he was peohbited from going o
University but he vas self educaled, reading voeciousty
and cenesponding vdith men of keaming throushout the
world. in 1728, ot the age of 34, he tecame & member
ol the Royal Society.

' ' 11 Hill Schaat innorth west London celebraled

Street view of Mill Hill School {formerly Ridgeway House) as It Is today
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Colinson was passicnately interested in plants and
trees, especially ‘exolics’ from the American Celonies,
which were considered to be bardy encush o srow
outdoors inEngland’s climate, He establizhed a contact
with John Bartram, a retired farmer from Pennsyivania and
a fetiow Quaker, For over 30 years Barram sen Laves of
seecks and custings to Collinzcn, who distributed them
o aristocracy, stately homes and nursenes throughout
England. Altcgether, Collirson was resporsible [or the
mtreduction Ino s ccurtry of hundreds of plants,
either for the very first time or rentioducing them
wheze they had Sled out here and been lost to £nglish
hortcuiure,

n many cases, Collirson breught In énd delricuted
plants in quantity where previously they hed been
exremely rece, and the elfect ol all this wiss 10 beirg abaut
a majer rarsformaticn of the landscape and hoticulure
of Ergland,

Moved from Peckham

Collimsen moved to AL HIlL In 1748 when his wile
inhented on the death of her father Ridsevay House with
its eight acres of wrowrds, the heuse having originelly
been built about 1525. Collirson brought wilh hm &
the plants end trees frem his previoss house inPeckbham
and then cortinued to add to his collection, which
became one of the ey and mast comprehensae in
the country.

One ol Collinson patcuar friends was Bzriamin
Frarklin, a frequent visitor to Ensland and later one of
the Foundirg fathers of the USA Cellinsen egreed to
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Ridgeway
House

in about
1820

become the unpald Lendon agent for a Library Comparny
esatlished Ly Frandin in Phvadadotve in 1731, DOGks In

the Colkonies beng scarce and expensae, Ths becam

<

America'’s first subscapuon ibrary, and Colling
contirned to select and send cut books for the litrary
for the nest 20 years

In 1745 Callirson, vho was sending to the Colornes
nformation of all the lalest Ciovenes and thinung
n Europe, sem to Frarklin an accourt of new German
xeenments wath glectncily, together valh seme
cauipmert, which Frondin then used foe his farmcus

expenments waith lghinna

Daniel Solander

Cne ol the visitors 1o Collinson’s previows hause in
Peckham had Been Linrasus tat a very freauent visilos
to AU HIll was Danve! Sclender, innaaus’ ponsipal

Daniel
Solandes,
principal
assistant to
Linnseus,
with Joseph
Banks

feserch vy

. becane the vwesal methoed

® Colyn & Pataa Recwe o momhbas of me (NG London
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Samey Geop

assutant, who stayed in England, Thiough Callinson
Solanger got the joo of classifying Sr Hars Sloane's
collection after it had been given to the newly lounded
Braish Museum. Throush the effons of Solander ard
Collinwen, Lnnacus” system of
plam ncmenclature became
accepted in England and 50
of plant classilication
Solander later joined the

’

crew of HMS Endeavol

gceomnparmng Joseoh Banks
ond Captain Cook on the

voyage Lo Tera Australis John Bartram's house in Pennsyfvania
Incegnmita

Peter Collnscn died in 1768 and from 1801 Ridgeway
House wos ovmed by Rchad Anthony Salsbury, a
founder memter end the founder Secretary of the Royal
Horticuliura! Socety. i 1EQ7 Salisbury so'd Ridkeway
Heouse 1o @ new foundation, the Pratestent Dissanters
Grammat Schoal, ter 1o become Mill 2 School The
requirements of the School meart that most of the plants
ond trees diseppesred bt neverthekess there are shil Six
trees on the site plented by Collinscn himself, Ridseway
House itself was demolished
shoetly after the completion of
0 neve mayy school buiking
1826.

Allhaugh the vhole higoty ol
Mill Schoal from its foundaticn in
1807 is very nch oned lascingting,
the eadler connzction with Peter
Collinson made cut IPGT reseanch
pecject panicularly excitng and

Blisfying

Asweet chestnut tree, planted in
the grounds of Ridgeway House
by John Collinson
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